
History of the Baldwin Church of Christ 

In early 19th century America, the newly sovereign nation was experiencing growth and westward 

expansion.  Most of the Christian churches in America at that time were heavily influenced by their 

European roots and many of the old wounds from prior religious divisions existed in America.  However, 

it was during this time that some preachers felt a burning desire for unity across all denominations of 

Christianity.  These preachers reasoned that if Christians would give up their allegiances to their 

denominations, creeds and statements of faith and use the Bible alone as their guide and governance to 

“restore” the church as it is found in the new testament of the Bible that all problems of division in 

Christianity could be solved and unity could be achieved.   

Various movements that believed in this ideal sprang up in the early 1800s in Kentucky, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia New England, and Tennessee.  Eventually two prominent figures emerged as the leaders of this 

“back to the Bible” movement – Alexander Campbell and Barton W. Stone.  Together they joined forces 

in 1832 and through their powerful writing and oratory skills they started a movement in Christianity 

that saw unity as their guiding star. (Historians refer to this as the American Restoration Movement or 

Stone-Campbell Movement).  As settlers continued to move west, they brought the ideals of unity and 

restoration with them.  Endeavoring to only use names that they found in the Bible, Churches in this 

movement typically called themselves churches of Christ, Christian Churches or disciples of Christ - 

names in which the 1st century Christians were known by in the Bible.  Campbell and Stone both had 

great influence in this movement but both resisted the urge to form a new church or denomination of 

Christianity.  Rather, as they saw in the New Testament they urged these churches to be independently 

governed, congregation by congregation, with their only connection to each other being their shared 

ideals and beliefs.  Remarkably, even today, most churches that have their roots in the Stone-Campbell 

movement continue to be self-governing and autonomous congregations, with no allegiance or direction 

from any denominational headquarters or association.   

It appears that by the time of the American Civil war the ideals of the Stone-Campbell Movement had 

made their way to the White River Valley of Northwest Arkansas.  These Christians held services 

together on an infrequent basis in the 1860s and 1870s but in 1884 a revival held by Eli Baker in the Holt 

School House in the community of Baldwin on the Huntsville Road (aka Highway 16) led to the 

establishment of a permanent congregation known today as the Baldwin Church of Christ.  This 

congregation continued to meet at the Holt School House until 1887 when they started meeting in the 

Baldwin Schoolhouse where they met until February 1949 when the church moved to the present 

location.  In fact, the building that the church built in 1949 is still used today by the Baldwin church as a 

fellowship hall. 

Through the years, the Baldwin Church of Christ has supported missionaries on 6 continents and every 

state in the United States and has been a fixture in the Baldwin community (now part of east 

Fayetteville) for over 135 years pointing our neighbors to Jesus and showing them his love – and that’s 

what we plan on continuing to do into the future.   

 


